SUMMARY Condylomata acuminata occurred intraorally in a 6 year old Nigerian girl. Since she had no skin or genital lesions and no history of sexual contact, the virus was probably acquired from environmental sources. Non-sexual modes of transmission should, therefore, be considered, particularly when the lesions are extragenital.
Introduction
The condyloma acuminatum (venereal wart) is a benign epithelial proliferation that occurs most frequently on the mucous membranes of the perianal and genital areas of men 
haemagglutination test) were non-reactive and urethral and vaginal cultures for Ngonorrhoeae were negative. Haematological indices were within normal limits.
The girl was treated by cryosurgery twice weekly for four weeks and the warts had disappeared by the end of four weeks. She defaulted from further clinic attendances.
Discussion
Condyloma acuminatum has been reported to affect the mucosa of the gingiva,9 11 cheeks,'0 11 lips,1014 and hard palate." This is quite understandable as the oral cavity has a mucocutaneous junction similar to that of the vagina and anus. Most cases in children, however, have been associated with preceding or coexisting genital lesions in the affected individuals or with the presence of genital warts in their mothers during pregnancy. Autoinoculation from such genital lesions or acquisition from infected mothers during delivery account for the intraoral lesions. In this case the mode of acquisition of the lesion remains an enigma. As there was no history of sexual contact and no other lesions were found other possible modes of transmission of this virus have to be considered. Evidence has suggested that skin and genital warts may be caused by different agents, '5 and that skin warts appear to be acquired from environmental sources such as public bathing facilities '6 while genital warts are acquired sexually with peak occurrence early in the third decade of life.'7 It is therefore not inconceivable that this girl might have contracted the virus from environmental sources, such as playing with schoolmates or during swimming.
Further studies are needed of the mode of transmission of papovaviruses especially in relation to warts. Meanwhile, non-sexual modes of transmission of this virus may be a real possibility especially when condylomata acuminata occur at extragenital sites. 
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